
 
                                    Of St. Stephen Episcopal Church, Gilroy, California 

Your Neighborhood Church  

CHRISTMAS Edition               December 2009  

òRing Those Christmas Bells!!ó  

Because of JESUS,   

I KNOW WHO I AM   

I am God's child (John 1:12) 

I am Christ's friend (John 15:15 ) 

I am united with the Lord (1 Cor. 6:17)  

I am bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:19-20) 

I am a saint (set apart for God). (Eph. 1:1) 

I am a personal witness of Christ. (Acts 1:8) 

I am the salt & light of the earth (Matt 5 :13-14) 

I am a member of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27) 

I am free forever from condemnation ( Rom. 8: 1 -2) 

I am a citizen of Heaven. I am significant (Phil 3:20) 

I am free from any charge against me (Rom. 8:31 -34) 

I am a minister of reconciliation for God (2 Cor. 5:17-21) 

I have access to God through the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:18) 

I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph. 2:6) 

I cannot be separated from the love of God (Rom 8:35 -39) 

I am established, anointed, sealed by God (2 Cor. 1:21-22 ) 

I am assured all things work together for good (Rom. 8:28 )  

I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit (John 15:16 ) 

I may approach God with freedom and confidence (Eph. 3: 12 ) 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Phil. 4:13) 

I am the branch of the true vine, a channel of His life (John 15: 1-5) 

I am God's temple (1 Cor. 3: 16). I am complete in Christ (Col. 2: 10) 

I am hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3).. I have been justified (Romans 5:1) 

I am God's co-worker (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor . 6:1). I am God's workmanship (Eph. 2:10) 

I am confident that the good works God has begun in me will be perfected. (Phil. 1: 5) 

I have been redeemed and forgiven (Col. 1:14). I have been adopted as God's child (Eph 1:5) 

I belong to Him!  

Do you know  

Who you are? 

 
 ¹Ring the bells, ring the bells! Let the whole world know:  Christ the Savior lives today, As He did so long ago!º  



Daily Readings for Individual Study and Devotions   
December 2009  
 

Week of 1 Advent  (Begins on Sunday November 29 ) 

Sunday  Ps111, 112, 113   Amos 1:1-2:8     1 Thess. 5:1-11     Luke 21:5-19 

Monday      Ps4, 7            Amos 2:6-16       2 Pet. 1:1-11         Matt. 21:1-11 

Tuesday     Ps10,    Amos 3:1-11       2 Pet. 1:12-21         Matt. 21:12-22 

Wednesday  Ps12, 13, 14  Amos 3:12--4:5     2 Pet. 3:1-10     Matt. 21:23-32 

Thursday    Ps18       Amos 4:6-13         2 Pet. 3:11-18       Matt. 21:33-46 

Friday      Ps22    Amos 5:1-17        Jude 1-16            Matt. 22:1-14 

Saturday    Ps110:1-7, 116, 117  Amos 5:18-27     Jude 17-25    Matt. 22:15-22 

 

Week of 2 Advent  (Begins on Sunday December 6 ) 

Sunday      Ps114   Amos 6:1-14         2 Thess. 1:5-12      Luke 1:57-68 

Monday     Ps9, 15    Amos 7:1-9         Rev. 1:1-8            Matt. 22:23 -33 

Tuesday     Ps36, 39    Amos 7:10-17        Rev. 1:9-16          Matt. 22:34 -46 

Wednesday  Ps119:25-48   Amos 8:1-14    Rev. 1:17-2:7        Matt. 23:1-12 

Thursday     Ps37     Amos 9:1-10         Rev. 2:8-17         Matt. 23:13-26 

Friday      Ps35     Haggai 1:1-15       Rev. 2:18-29        Matt. 23:27 -39 

Saturday    Ps42, 43    Haggai 2:1-9         Rev. 3:1-6           Matt. 24:1-14 

 

Week of 3 Advent  (Begins on Sunday December 1 3) 

Sunday     Ps103    Amos 9:11-15    2 Thess. 2:1-3, 13-17  John 5:30-47 

Monday      Ps44     Zech. 1:7-17        Rev. 3:7-13          Matt. 24:15-31 

Tuesday     Ps47, 48     Zech. 2:1-13        Rev. 3:14-22        Matt. 24:32 -44 

Wednesday  Ps49, 53     Zech. 3:1-10       Rev. 4:1-8           Matt. 24:45 -51 

Thursday  Ps59, 60      Zech. 4:1-14       Rev. 4:9--5:5        Matt. 25:1-13 

Friday       Ps51           Zech. 7:8--8:8      Rev. 5:6-14         Matt. 25:14-30 

Saturday    Ps138, 139:1-23   Zech. 8:9-17     Rev. 6:1-17         Matt. 25:31-46 

 

Week of 4 Advent  (Begins on Sunday December 20 ) 

Sunday      Ps8, 84    Gen. 3:8-15         Rev. 12:1-10          John 3:16-21 

Monday      Ps112, 115    Zeph. 3:14-20       Titus 1:1-16         Luke 1:1-25 

Tuesday     Ps116, 117   1 Samuel 2:1b-10    Titus 2:1-10         Luke 1:26-38 

Wednesday  Ps111, 113   2 Samuel 7:1-17    Titus 2:11-3:8     Luke 1:39-56 

Thursday     Ps146, 147   2 Samuel 7:18-29     Gal. 3:1-14          Luke 1:57-66 

(Dec. 24)     Ps45, 46       Baruch 4:36-5:9     Gal. 3:23--4:7       Matt. 1:18-25 

Friday       Ps148, 150    Baruch 4:21-29    Gal. 3:15-22     Luke 1:67-80  

(Christmas Day )    Ps2, 85   Micah 4:1-5; 5:2-4     1 John 4:7-16      John 3:31-36 

Saturday  Ps18:1-20   2 Samuel 23:13-17   2 John 1-13         John 2:1-11 

 

Christmas  I (starts Sunday December 27 )  

Sunday       Ps34    1 Samuel 1:1-28   Col. 1:9-20   Luke 2:22-40 

Monday  Ps18:1-20  2 Samuel 23:13-17 2 John 1-13  John 2:1-11 

Tuesday  Ps23, 27  1 Kings 17:17-24  3 John 1-15  John 4:46-54 

Wednesday Ps46, 48   1 Kings 3:5-14    James 4:13-17; 5:7-11    John 5:1-15 

New Yearõs Eve       Ps90  Isaiah 65:15b-25  Rev. 21:1-6      

 

åIn the beginning  was the Word , and the Word was with  God, and the Word 
was  God.  2He was with God in the beginning Ü  The Word became flesh  and 
made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory , the glory of the One  
and Only , who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. æ (John 1:1, 14) 



From the Rector½s heartµ 
 

The thing that strikes me about Advent.... even though so many call it the 
Holiday Season ... call it what you like.... is that I really and truly can½t get enough 
of it.  I know the stores get started earlier every year. I really do know that. And 
this year they have even started ºleaking» the specials and loss leaders for something called ºBlack 
Friday,» well in advance of Thanksgiving-- hoping to make that massive exercise in shopping something 
like the Super Bowl of merchandizing... Personally, I don½t think that I will ever be ready to get up at 
3:00 a.m. to get to a store that is proud to announce it is opening at 4:00 am... I am not ashamed to 
admit that I am still sleeping off the turkey from the day before. 

 But even with all this, I love the Season. Yes, I like the colored lights and the music! I like the 
decorations and all the packages with ribbons. I like the trees and the ornaments... the smells and all of 
the trappings... 

 Above all, there is something about the way people think of this Season that can½t be explained 
by hype or post season ball gamesµ No one escapes being affected by it.  ADVENT!!  Everyone looks 
forward to it. There is something undeniably different about it. The Reason for the Season is --and 
always will be-- JESUS. It½s all about Heaven itself touching the earth we live in¹(not some pie in the 
sky story of some time to come at the end of time.)  It½s all about God making promises and our being 
able to see the actual start of the fulfillment of those promises!  

 Even with much of the world--and maybe even more of it every year-- who say they don½t 
ºbelieve in Jesus», this Season is all about Jesus and all about God.  

Something about this Season tells the world that God loves us. Our God is not ºout there, 
watching».... Our God is not merely ºThe Force,» a ºhigher power» or ºthe Man upstairs.» He is real, 
and He made us.  A real world like this one requires a real Creator, and it½s Him¹and what is amazing 
and brings real peace-- is that He loves, and continues to love, us, even when we don½t ºget it.» 

 Coming into the world is not strange for Him. He made it. He actually wants to be with us. The 
real power of the Incarnation is not that God came to see us, but that He came to be like us, so that 
someday we can live with Him forever!!  

 There is nothing a secular world can do to make Christmas irrelevant, and there is nothing that 
it  can do to make Christmas secular. Some can point out how special ºthe Holidays are.» They can 
divert attention from God½s Ultimate Gift. Sure, we can watch heartwarming movies about fat men in 
red suits and elves and reindeer--and we can focus on presents and food. But nothing we can do can 
ever take Christmas from Jesus. And nothing can take Him from us.  

 So, turn on the lights and the music! Watch ºA Wonderful Life» again. Watch the ºSanta Clause» 
movies.  Collect for ºToys for Tots.» Christmas belongs to God, and it½s all about Him. I can½t get 
enough of God, and I can½t get enough Christmas!! Now, all we have to do is come to Him in worship, 
and bring others with us! The real gift of Christmas is getting even closer to God by celebrating the 
birth of His Son.  Give this gift away freely!  A whole month of Advent..... I honestly can½t wait! 

 



Sunday Servers Schedule for 2009 /2010  

 

 

Team       1       2        3       4        5        6 

LEM 

8:00 AM &  

10:00 AM  

 

 

Loren  

 

 

Tom  

 

 

Paul S. 

 

 

Richard  

 

 

   Ed 

 

 

 Michael W  

 

Acolytes  

10:00AM  

 

All  

 

All  

 

All  

 

All  

 

All  

 

All  

Lectors 

8:00 AM  

 

10:00 AM  

Michael B  

 

Stan 

Marjorie  

Walt  

 

Paul S. 

Richard  

Barbara  

 

Loren  

Anne  

Virginia  

 

Scott 

Teri  

 Jesse 

 

 Francis 

Jane 

Kathleen  

  

Ed 

Margaret  

Ushers 

10:00 AM  

 

Richard  

 

Stephen 

Heather  

 

Tom  

 

Melissa 

 

Paul S. 

  

Ed 

Oblation  

Bearers 

10:00 AM  

 

Stan 

Marjorie  

 

 

Manel  

Jane 

 

Bobbie  

Melissa 

 

Scott 

Teri  

 

 

Paul C.  

Marc y 

 

Bobbie  

Francine  

 

Altar Guild  

 

Manel  

Pat 

 

Barbara  

Jane 

 

Jeannette  

Francine  

 

Manel  

Pat 

 

Barbara  

Jane 

 

Jeannette  

Francine  

Date  11/8 11/15 11/22 11/29 12/6  12/13 

Date  12/20  12/27  1/3 /2010  1/10 1/17 1/24  

Date   1/31 2/7  2/14  2/21  2/28  3/7  

Date  3/14  3/21  3/28  4/4  4/11 4/18  

Date  4/25  5/2  5/9  5/16  5/23  5/30  

 

(If you are not able to carry out your assigned duties, it is your responsibility for getting someone to take 

your place.) 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 84:10  
òBetter is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere;         
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God               
than dwell in the tents of the wicked.ó 
 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+84:10&version=KJV


Vestry Highlights of Sunday, November  22, 2009  

Present @ the Vestry Meeting were Fr. Terry; Paul Cox, Senior Warden; Loren Cantrell, Junior Warden; Francine Head; 
Manel Stanley; Stephen Ambler, Treasurer; and Anne Cantrell, Clerk.  Tom Olcott attended as a guest. 

The minutes from September 21 & October 19, 2009 were presented and approved.  Stephen Ambler, Treasurer, 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ October, 2009, and after a short discussion the Vestry were accepted & filed. 

Business: 

 The Resource Center has been relocated to Rm 7, to accommodate the added clientele that has resulted from 
the economic stress in our community.  Donations of warm jackets, sweaters, & gently used shoes/boots, as 
well as socks & clean underwear, are needed & welcomed.  

 Tom Olcott presented the results to date of the 2010 Stewardship Drive.  Some pledges have not yet been 
turned in. 

 Fr Terry reports that the Spanish language Eucharist, which was held on Sundays at Noon, will not be meeting 
at St Stephens Gilroy for now, due to the reassignment of Fr. Lorenzo, ϧ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ 

 ²ŀǘŜǊΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΧ!ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ Iŀƭƭ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǎƛƴƪǎ ϧ ǊŜǎǘǊƻƻƳǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜƭy, as 
we did for the Festive Meal on the 14th, the drains tend to back-up (due to the expansive root system of our 
ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǘǊŜŜǎύΦ wƻǘƻ wƻƻǘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ άŦƛȄέ ŦƻǊ ϷмпфΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾȅ Ǌŀƛƴǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ŦƭƻƻŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ 
the Family Living Room, & though we were able to save the carpet this time, the raised sidewalk slabs 
channeled the water into the building. 

 Our Holiday Craft Faire raised $2,460.25. Our Book Sale is ongoing every Sunday after services.  There are plans 
for another Parking Lot Sale after the beginning of the New Year. 

 Paul would still like to form a landscaping committee--& needs volunteers. The picket fencing for the front of 
the church, adjoining the LychGate will be installed when we get the rest of the materials.  If you have any 
redwood that you would like to donate, please contact Loren, who will be glad to cut it into picket size pieces. 
Also needed are posts & rails--& nails, screws, hinges, & latches. 

 Our annual ingathering Festive Dinner was well attended, by over 60 guests.  Our Youth Group provided 
appetizers that they created under the tutelage of Chefs Stephen & Greg of San Francisco (friends of Fr Terry).  
Jane Olcott roasted tri-tip, & everyone elǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƛŘŜ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ ϧ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘǎΧϧ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘǳƳƳȅ ǿŀǎ ƘŀŘ 
by all. 

Up-coming: 

 Saturday, December 5, 8:00am--aŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƳŜŜǘǎ Ϫ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǾŜƴǳŜΥ aƛƳƛΩǎ, 6935 Camino Arroyo, Gilroy -
 (408) 842-плпоΧόŦƻǊ ƳŜƴǳ ϧ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΥ www.mimiscafe.com 

 Saturday, December 5, 11:00am--Daughters of the King meeting in the Parish Hall, hosting lunch for the 
5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎΣ !Ǉǘƻǎ 

 Saturday, December 12, 3:00pmτGavalin College Choir performance in our Sanctuary.  $5 donation 

 Sunday, December 13, 2:00pmτάBlue Grassέ on our Greenτfood, fun, fellowshipτGOOD music 

 Saturday, December 19, 9:00amτdecorating of the church with greenery! 

 Saturday, December 19, 2:00-4:00pmτ[ŀŘƛŜǎΩ ¢Ŝŀ Ϫ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ {ŀǾŀƎŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΧ![[ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ǿŜƭcome. Bring a gift 
ƻŦ ǎƻŎƪǎΣ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŜŀǊΣ ƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǎƛȊŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

 Sunday, December 20, 11:30amτVestry meets 

 Thursday, December 24, 10:00pmτChristmas Eve Service 

 

Tom Olcott closed the meeting with prayer @ 1:00pm. 

Submitted by:  Anne Cantrell, Clerk 

http://www.mimiscafe.com/


 

Praise 

be to 

Godé 

Friday, October 23, was an 

evening of Dinner Theater, 

1940õs-Style, with the òRosie, 

the  Riveter Radio Hour ó, 

featuring our own Martha Hill Becker as òRosieó & Bruce Ahlvin, as 

her radio engineeré Rosie sang the special request-songs in answer to the letters to & from the World War II 

troops & their loved ones.  What a wonderful show !!  Additionally, we had a delightful meal , prepared 

by our Chef Tom Armentañ(& his able assistants, Richard Armenta & Dick Gomer)é truly memorable! 

Saturday & Sunday, November 7 & 8 was our Holiday Craft s Faire .  The 

Parish/Fellowship Hall was overflowing with vendorsõ beautiful handmade 

gifts & art, jewelry, ornaments, even plants,& delicious food itemsñincluding 

a wonderful lunch to keep the shoppers going!  Pulled pork sandwiches were 

donated through the generosity of our caterer Gregg Hall .  Also on the 

menu were soup, chili, hot dogs, & a famous Texas sheet cake, made by our 

own resident St Stephenõs ladies!  Almost $2,500 was raised!! 

& speaking of FEASTINGé 

  

  

Saturday, November 14 was our Fall Ingathering Festive Meal!!!  With over 60 guests in attendance, & with 

the new Youth Groupõs appetizers  (under the tuteledge of Chefs Stephen & Greg of San Francisco); the 

superb tri -tip , roasted by our own Jane Olcott; & all of the side -dishes & fantastic desserts provided by 

every table, we had anabundant  Festive Dinner to Praise the Lord for! -- & fellowship divine. 

 òThese things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 

made full.õ (John 15:11) 

 

 



STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

St. Stephenõs Fall Stewardship Event is coming to a close.  It has been very successful.  We started with a wonderful sermon, on 

Commitment Sunday, by Jennifer Ezell, that touched the hearts of many of us. Pledge cards were handed out during the offertory.  

Most were returned that day. The remainder of the cards that were not handed out was mailed on that same day. The following 

Saturday was our festive meal, which was an outstanding success. We had over 60 participants-- 50 % more than we had last year.  

Last year, we had 33 pledging units. We have 35 pledges turned in thus far, with 8 still to be turned in.  Fr. Terry, Margaret 

Markham, and I are following up with those remaining.  It is clear that we will have an increase in pledging units due to new 

members joining St. Stephenõs.  That is wonderful and extremely important.  Praise the Lord!  It is too early to comment on the 

dollar amount, but it appears that we will do better than last year. For those that have turned in their pledges, the Stewardship 
committee, and Vestry want to sincerely thank you.  For those who are outstanding, we ask that you prayerfully consider your 

pledge for next year and submit it as soon as possible.  The Vestry needs to develop a budget for next year, and approve it, so 

that it can be presented at the annual meeting held in January.  

Tom Olcott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Givingé 

it is not at all times 

that i must gainé 

there is time to give 

without counting 

the costé 

it is part of the 

emptying so 

God may fill 

my coffers again !!  

 

RIC S. BASTASA 



Additionally:  

During the first week of November, 

we held a Tent Event for the termites--& now 

they decline to join us!!!  Thanks to all  who 

supported this effort financiallyé& Praise be 

to God for the good price negotiated for us by 

Loren Cantrell!!      

 

O K!  It¬s all about the Men£ 

Every 1st Saturday of the monthñthis month, December 5th @ 8:00 am! Breakfast @ 
Mimiõs Cafe, GilroyéItõs a privilege to know Godly men, real men, who are looking after 
their whole manñspirit, as well as body & mind.  Come on & meet with us for a good 
meal, good friends, & a good Word. See you there!   

 

 

Z Daughters of the King will meet Saturday, December 5, this month for a 

Luncheon with the chapter from St Johnõs Aptos, in the Parish Fellowship 

Hall of St Stephens @ 11:00 am. 

 

The Ladies Fellowship µ  

  

 

 

 
 


