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CHRISTMAS Edition

December 2009

O0Ring Those Chdistmas Bell s!!
Because of JESUS
| KNOW WHO | AM
I am God's child (John 1:12)
I am Christ's friend (John 15:15)
| am united with the Lord (1 Cor. 6:17)
I am bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:19-20)
| am a saint (set apart for God). (Eph. 1:1)
| am a personal witness of Christ. (Acts 1:8)
| am the salt & light of the earth (Matt 5 :13-14)
I am a member of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27)
| am free forever from condemnation ( Rom. 8: 1-2)
I am a citizen of Heaven. | am significant (Phil 3:20)
| am free from any charge against me (Rom. 8:31-34)
I am a minister of reconciliation for God (2 Cor. 5:17-21)
| have access to God through the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:18)
| am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph. 2:6)
I cannot be separated from the love of God (Rom 8:35-39)
| am established, anointed, sealed by God (2 Cor 1:2122))
I am assured all things work together for good (Rom. 8:28 )
| have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit (John 15:16)
I may approach God with freedom and confidence (Eph. 3: 12)
| can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Phil. 4:13)
I am the branch of the true vine, a channel of His life (John 15: 15)
| am God's temple (1 Cor. 3: 16).1 am complete in Christ (Col. 2: 10)
| am hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3).. | have been justified (Romans 5:1)
I am God's coworker (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor. 6:1). | am God's workmanship (Eph. 2:10)
| am confident that the good works God has begun in me will be perfected. (Phil. 1: 5)
I have been redeemed and foigiven (Col. 1:14). | have been adopted as God's child (Eph 1:5)
| belong to Him!
Do you know
Who you are?
Ring the bells, ring the bells! Let the whole @drld kinawt

the Savior l i ves to



Daily Readings for Individual Study and Devotions

December 2009

Week of 1 Advent (Begins onSunday November 29 )

Amos 1:12:8
Amos 2:6-16
Amos 3:1-11
Amos 3:12-4:5
Amos 4:6-13
Amos 5:1-17
Amos 5:1827

Amos 6:1-14
Amos 7:1-:9
Amos 7:10-17
Amos 8:1-14
Amos 9:1-10
Haggai 1:115

Sunday Ps111, 112,113
Monday Ps4, 7

Tuesday Ps10,

Wednesday Ps12, 13, 14
Thursday Ps18

Friday Ps22

Saturday Ps110:¥, 116, 117
Week of 2 Advent (Begins onSunday December 6 )
Sunday Ps114

Monday Ps9, 15

Tuesday Ps36, 39
Wednesday Ps119:2548
Thursday Ps37

Friday Ps35

Saturday Ps42, 43

Haggai 2:1-9

Week of 3 Advent (Begins onSunday December 1 3)

Amos 9:1115
Zech. 1:717
Zech. 2:313
Zech. 3:310
Zech. 4:314
Zech. 7:8--8:8
Zech. 8:9-17

Gen. 3:8-15
Zeph. 3:14-20

1 Samuel 2:1H0
2 Samuel7:1-17

2 Samuel 7:1829
Baruch 4:36-5:9
Baruch 4:2129
Micah 4:1-5; 5:2-4
2 Samuel 23:1317

1 Samuell:128
2 Samuel 23:1317
1Kings 17:124

Sunday Ps103
Monday Ps44

Tuesday Ps47, 48
Wednesday Ps49, 53
Thursday Ps59, 60
Friday Ps51

Saturday Ps138139:123
Week of 4 Advent (Begins onSunday December 20)
Sunday Ps§ 84
Monday Ps112, 115
Tuesday Ps116, 117
Wednesday Ps111, 113
Thursday Ps146, 147
(Dec. 24) Ps45, 46
Friday Ps148150
(Christmas Day ) Ps2, 85
Saturday Ps18:120
Christmas | (starts Sunday December 27)
Sunday Ps34

Monday Ps18:120
Tuesday Ps23, 27
Wednesday Ps46, 48

New Year 0Bs9(Ev e

an the beginning was the Word

1 Kings 3:514
Isaiah 65:15B25

, and the Word was
U The Word became flesh

was God. zHe was with God in the beginning
made his dwelling among us. We have seen

and Only

1 Thess. 5411
2 Pet. 1:311

2 Pet. 1:1221
2 Pet. 3:1-10
2 Pet. 3:1118
Jude 116
Jude 1725

2 Thess. 1:512
Rev. 1:18
Rev. 1:916
Rev. 1:172:7
Rev. 2:8-17
Rev. 2:1829
Rev. 3:1-6

2 Thess. 2:13, 1317

Rev. 3:7-13
Rev. 3:1422
Rev. 4:1-8
Rev. 4:9--5:5
Rev. 5:6-14
Rev. 6:1-17

Rev. 12:110
Titus 1:116
Titus 2:1-10
Titus 2:113:8
Gal. 3:1-14
Gal. 3:23--4:7
Gal. 3:15-22
1 John 4:7-16
2 John 1-:13

Col. 1:9-20
2 John 1-13
3 John 1-15

James 4:1317; 5:7-11

Rev. 21:16

Luke 21:519
Matt. 21:1-11
Matt. 21:12-22
Matt. 21:23-32
Matt. 21:33-46
Matt. 22:1-14
Matt. 22:15-22

Luke 1:5768
Matt. 22:23 -33
Matt. 22:34 -46
Matt. 23:1-12
Matt. 23:13-26
Matt. 23:27 -39
Matt. 24:1-14

John 5:30-47

Matt. 24:15-31
Matt. 24:32 -44
Matt. 24:45 -51
Matt. 25:1-13

Matt. 25:14-30
Matt. 25:31-46

John 3:16-21
Luke 1:125

Luke 1:2638
Luke 1:3956
Luke 1:5766
Matt. 1:18-25
Luke 1:6780
John 3:31-36
John 2:1-11

Luke 2:22-40
John 2:1-11
John 4:46-54
John 5:1-15

with  God, and the Word

his glory , the glory of the
, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

and
One

& (John 1:

l ’

14)
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From the Rector%%s heart u

The thing that strikes me about Advent.... even though so mealy it the
Holiday ®ason ... call it what you like.... is that | really and tralya n 2t g e
of it. | know the stores get stadd earlier every year. | realjo know that. And
this year they have even started °|l eakBlecl»°t he sp
Friday»well in advance of Thanksgivirdiopingto make that massive exercise in shopping something
like the Super Bowl of merchandizingPersonally] d o n %t | wilheivenbe read ta get up at
3:00 a.m. to get to a store that is proud to annoce it is opening at 4:00 am.L.am not ashamed to
admit that | am still sleeping off the turkey from the day before.

Buteven with all this, I love theé&ason. Yed like the colorel lights and the musicl like the
decorations and all the packages with ribbons. | ltke trees and the ornaments.the smells and all of
the trappings...

Above all, there is something abbthe way people think of this&ason t hat can¥%t be
by hype or post season ball gamesNo one escapes being affected by ADVENT!Everyone looks
forward to it. There is emething undaiably different about it. The Reason for the&onis --and
alwayswill be-- ESUS | t Ys Heavenl itsditduahingt the earth we live ih (not some pie in the
sky story of some time to come at the end of timd. t s  &Glbdmaking pramisesandour being
able to see the actual start of ehfulfillment of those promises!

Even with nuchof the world-and maybe even more of it everyyeavhos ay t hey d o n %t

°helieve in Jesus , tedson s$sall 8bout Jesuand all dout God.

Something aboutthis&ason tells the world that God | oves
watching». ... Our God is not meMamrupsfairs® ¥ hide,Fios cree a|
and He made usA real world like this one requireareal Crea o r , a ntdand whatisamakingn
and bringsreal peace-is that He loves, and continuestolove s, even when we don?¥t ¢

Coming into the world is not strange for Him. He madekhte actually wants to be with ughe
real powerof the Incarnation is not that God came &eeus, but that He caméo be like us so that
somedaywe can live with Hinforever!!

There is nothing a secular world can do to make Christmas irrelevant, and there is nothing that
it can do to make ChristmasecularSomec an poi nt out how special ©°the
divertat t ent i on f r o m.Saore,detan whtthteartwaanirgmo@es faliout fat men in
red suits and elves and reindeeandwe can focus on presents and fod8ut nothing wecan do can
ever takeChristmadrom Jesus. And nothing can take Him from us.

So, turn on the lights and the musigyat ch ° A Wonder f ul Life» again.
movies.Col I ect for ©°Toys for /[Jaomtds .ix “UShlail.t raldbsocud e ¥2to n g e
enoughofGod,md | can?¥%t get Nowmbweddve t&do isicosne tdira im Wdrship,

and bring others with us! The real gift of Christmas is getting even closer to I§ocklebrating the
birth of His Son.Give this gift away freelyA whole month of Advent.... honestly can%t wa



Sunday Servers Schedule for 2009 /2010

Team 1 2 3 4 5 6
LEM
8:00 AM &
10:00 AM Loren Tom Paul S. Richard Ed Michael W
Acolytes All All All All All All
10:00AM
Lectors Michael B Walt Barbara Virginia Jesse Kathleen
8:00 AM
Stan Paul S. Loren Scott Francis Ed
10:00 AM Marjorie Richard Anne Teri Jane Margaret
Ushers
10:00 AM Richard Stephen Tom Melissa Paul S. Ed
Heather
Oblation
Bearers Stan Manel Bobbie Scott Paul C. Bobbie
10:00 AM Marjorie Jane Melissa Teri Marcy Francine
Altar Guild Manel Barbara Jeannette Manel Barbara Jeannette
Pat Jane Francine Pat Jane Francine
Date 11/8 11/15 11/22 11/29 12/6 12/13
Date 12/20 12/27 1/3/2010 1/10 1/17 1/24
Date 1/31 217 2/14 2/21 2/28 3/7
Date 3/14 3/21 3/28 4/4 4/11 4/18
Date 4/25 5/2 5/9 5/16 5/23 5/30

(If you are not able to carry out your assigned duties, it is youresponsibility for getting someone to take
your place.)

MINISTRY

Psalm 84:10

0 Bet t eome daysn your courts than athousand elsewhere;

| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God

t han dwel | in the tents of the wick

—=

ASSISTANTS


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+84:10&version=KJV

Vestry Highlights of

Present @ the Vestry Meeting were Fr. Terry; Paul Cox, Senior Warden; Loren Cantrell, Junior Warden; Francine Head,;
ManelStanley Stephen Ambler, Treasurer; and Anne Cantrell, Cledkn Olcotattended as a guest.

The minutes fromSeptember 21 & October 12009 were presented and approved. Stephen Ambler, Treasurer,
LINBaSYyiSR (KS ¢ NEioked2dds an after w $hhdedisdussionfttie Méstry were accepted & filed.

Business:

The Resource Center has been relocated to Rm 7, to accommodate the added clientele that has resulted from
the economic stress in our community. Donations of warm jackets, sweategently used sbes/boots, as
well as socks & clean underwear, are needed & welcomed.

Tom Olcott presented the results to date of the 2010 Stewardship Drive. Some pledges have not yet been
turned in.

Fr Terry reports that the Spanish language Euchawisich was held on Sundays at Noon, will not be meeting
at St Stephens Gilrdpr now, due to the reassignment of Fr. Lorengo KA a4 O2y INB3Il A2y Qa RSOA

2 §SNE o6 GSN) SOSNEGKSNBEX! LILI NByidte sKSy 6S wasS (K t I
we did for the Festive Meal on the f4the drains tend to backp (due to the expansive root system of our
0SkdziAFdz GNBS&a0d w2i2 w220SNJ LINPBARSR || GFAEE F2N b
the Family Living Room, & thgh we were able to save the carpet this time, the raised sidewalk slabs
channeled the water into the building.

Our Holiday Craft Faire raised $2,460.25. Our Book Sale is ongoing every Sunday after services. There are plans
for another Parking Lot Saletaf the beginning of the New Year.

Paul would still like to form a landscaping commitieneeds volunteers. The picket fencing for the front of
the church, adjoining theychGatewill be installed when we get the rest of the materials. If you have any
redwood that you would like to donate, please contact Loren, who will be glad to cut it into picket size pieces.
Also needed are posts & raH& nails, screws, hinges, & latches.

Qur annual ingathering Festive Dinner was well attended, by over 60 guests. Our Youth Group provided
appetizers that they created under the tutelage of Chefs Stephen & Greg of San Francisco (friends of Fr Terry).

Jane Olcott roasted ttip, & everyone @l S g & NBalLI2yaArAofS F2NJ aARS RA&KSa 3
by all.

Up-coming:

Saturday, December 5, 8:00am Sy Qa CStf 2ga KAL) X8 ¥ HEE Gamino A& Gilte$ y dzS Y
(408)842n nno X6 T2 NJ Y S yudow.mimiBCAfNBO G A 2y a Y

Saturday, December 5, 11:00aaughters of the King meeting in the Parish Hall, hosting lunch for the
51 dzZZKGSNAR 3INRdzL) FNRY {0 W2KyQaz ! LJiz2a

Saturday, December 12, 3:00pnGavalin College Choir performance in our Sanctu@ydonation
Sunday, December 13, 2:00pniBlue Grasson our Greert food, fun, fellowship GOOD music
Saturday, December 19, 9:00amdecorating of the church with greenery!

Saturday, December 19, 2:@000pmt [ F RAS&AQ ¢S X t I G4 NRX OA I cofd: BihghPiRad K2 Y S X
2F 420142 YSyQad dzyRSNBSINE 2N avihtf GNI @St aiail S dGz2at S

Sunday, December 20, 11:30arestry meets
Thursday, December 24, 10:00pr€hristmas Eve Service

Tom Olcottclosed the meeting with prayer @ 1:00pm.

Submitted by: Anne Cantrell, Clerk


http://www.mimiscafe.com/

be to kf

Godé

Friday, October 23, was an
evening of Dinner Theater,

1 9 4 Stgles with the ORosie,
the Riveter Radio Hour ¢ , ‘
featuringourown Mar t ha Hi | | Becker as ORosli e0 & Bruce Ahlvin,
her r adi o Resiegangteespedal requesbngs in answer to the letters to & from the World War |l

troops & their loved ones What a wonderful show !! Additionally, we had a delightful meal , prepared

by our Chef Tom Armentafi (& his able assistants, Richard Armenta® i ¢ k G o tuy mgnéorable!

Saturday & Sunday, November 7 & &vas our Holiday Craft s Faire. The
Parish/Fellowship Hall was overflowing withv e n d beautifél handmade
gifts & art, jewelry, ornaments, even plants,&delicious food itemsi including
a wonderful lunch to keep the shoppers going! Pulled pork sandwiches were
donated through the generosity of our caterer Gregg Hall . Also on the

menu were soup, chili, hot dogs, & a famous Texas sheet cake, made by our
own residentSt St e p hleAmbst $2|5@0 dvasaassed!!

&speaking of FEASTI NGé

A

Saturday, November 14was our Fall Ingathering Festive Meal!!l With over 60 guests in attendance, & with
t he new Yo uappetizéds (andqr fhestuteledge of Chefs Stephen & Greg of San Francisco); the
superb tri -tip , roasted by our own Jane Olcott; & all of the side -dishes & farastic desserts provided by
every table, we had anabundant Festive Dinner to Praise thelLord for! -- & fellowship divine.

0These things | hMy joyemaybeim ol and thgwurjgymmaybes o t h a't
madeful. 8 (John 15:11)



STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

St . St ephen dventiFmrihg toRtcléstana bednsvéry spcceldfel staatiwith a wonderful sermon, on
@mmitment Sunday,Jennifer Hz#hat touched the hearts of many of us. Pledge cards were handed out during the offertory.
Mostveraeturned that day. The remainder of thbatangse not handed out was mailetisamihaay. The following

Saturday was our festive wigigh was an outstanding success. We had over 66{&0titipaote than we had last year.

Last yeawe had 33 pledging units. We have 35 pledges turnegviithhistiito be turnedFr. Terry, Margaret
Markham, and | are following up with those rdmsicliegr: that we will have an increase in pledgirgaunés/d

me mber s | oi nTha g wdhderful aBd extrerhety imiiferéésd. the Lorttlis tocearly to comment on the
dollar amoytitut it appears that we will do better than last year. For those that have turned thel®tie\pbedgbspn
committee, and Vestry want to sitit@n&lyauFor those who are outstansimgsk that you prayerfully consider your
pledge for next year and submit it as soon as possédy needs to develop a budget for nexthglemprove so

that it can be presented at the annual meetiniphekty.

Tom Olcott

B.C. By Johnny Hart

THie YEAR | RESOLE® Beei
TITHING AT THE QUSTOMARY S5 % .

)

Givingeé

it is not at all times
that i must gainé
there is time to give
without counting
the costé
it is part of the
emptying so
God may fill
my coffers again !!

RIC S. BASTASA



Additionally:

During the first week of November,
we held a Tent Event for the termites-& now
they decline to join us!!! 7hanks to all who
supported this effort financiallyé& Praise be
to God for the good price negotiated for us by
Loren Cantrell!!

O K! It hsabdbut the Ment€E

Every ¥ Saturday of the mofittthis monthDecember'5@ 8:00 am Breakfast @

Mi mCafe&ilrog | t 6s a pr i vi | eaplneivo arke loaking afieo d 1 y  me
their whole mdinspirit, as well as body & mind. Comeraeei with us for a good

meal, good friends, & a good \\&ad .you there!

Z Daughters of the Kingll meeBaturday, Decembettis month for a
Luncheon with t h@Aptos,lindhp Pagish Felowshim St Johnd
Hall of St Stephens @1:00am

The Ladies Fellowship ol




