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Friends,

| am sorry this issue is late — we have already enjoyed our annual Twelfth Night
party last Saturday the 7. All who were there enjoyed excellent food, wine and
fellowship. Everything was beautifully decorated and we closed the Christmas
holiday by singing the Twelve Nights of Christmas. (“It is good to be children
sometimes, and never better than at Christmas when its mighty Founder was a
child himself” — Charles Dickens)

Coming later in February, as Lent begins, we will have another small group
ministry. Tom Olcott is organizing this again and we will use another book by John
Ortberg — If You Want to Walk on Water, You Have to Get Out of the Boat. See the
article in this issue for more information and how to obtain the book.

Coming up soon is the annual meeting of the parish. Sunday the 22", following the
10A.M. service we will have the meeting, including the election of the vestry and
diocesan delegates & alternates. Following the meeting the vestry will meet to
elect the Junior Warden and clerk. Father Terry will announce the Senior Warden
at the annual meeting.

Happy New Year to each of you.

Behold, all things are become new. — 2 Corinthians 5:17
Take care,

Richard Wallstrom




Rector’s Corner
Do You See It? That Star in the Sky?

| wonder what it was about that star that those Wise Men from the East would come so far to see.
Bethlehem was not too far from the crossroads of the world at that time, but it wasn't on the way to
anyplace really. You still had to go there on purpose, and it wasn't exactly a destination resort.

A supernova or a comet, I am sure, could just as easily have been observed from where they
lived. They told Herod they had read of a king's birth in the Hebrew Scriptures, but these were not Jews.
They had to have been familiar with scriptural references such as Isaiah. But why? Under more earthly
circumstances the Bible would have seemed to be nothing more than the obscure literature of a small
powerless people, in a remote Roman province. Hardly the stuff of such a compulsion for a band of
magi.

The Magi were widely known and respected for their wisdom and learning. Whether they
came down from Chaldea, or even farther from the land of Persia or Medea, this trip was daunting. It
was not the sort of trip you take on a whim. It took planning and resources.

Perhaps a clue to their compulsion lies in what the shepherds saw the night that Jesus was born.
Scripture tells us they were watching their flocks that night, perhaps also gazing innocently into the
night sky, when they were suddenly surrounded by angels, bright light, and singing. It obviously
frightened them enough that the angels had to tell them not to be afraid. Where had those angels come
from?

A hole in the heavens, perhaps big enough for heaven’s own light to pour through? In any case,
angels coming and going--- in the clear night sky could be a pretty bright and amazing sight, | think.
Perhaps bright enough to be seen from a good distance away--like the East. Might such a thing look like
a star of unusual brightness? Perhaps.

But how come more people in town and elsewhere nearer by didn't seem to notice or even care?
Herod didn't seem to know that anything was unusual until the Magi told him, and Herod lived only a
few miles away from the place where it all happened. He was surrounded by advisors, astrologers, etc.
who should have seen anything obvious and told him. Yet none of these seemed to notice either, though
they should have known right where to look it up!

Is it possible that heaven is somehow not equally visible to every eye? What does it take to see
the holy when it is in our midst? Is it —somehow—something that must be in the heart that makes the
stuff of heaven visible to the eyes of earth?

I think that star still shines, and is there still if we really want to see it. | don't mean that it is a
product of wishful thinking ("serious delusions™ to those deemed wise these days). | think such visions
can still come to the honestly searching heart that is not terminally invested in its sins. | earnestly
believe that any heart truly looking for a better way, and is willing to shed death and darkness for life
and truth can, I think, see God.

Jesus brought the Kingdom of God into our world with His birth, and it has never left us. Heaven
is still with us from that moment. There is only one snag. We have to want it. And we have to want Him.
He won't go about meddling in our affairs, or forcing the stuff of heaven upon us.

He won't even force us to see the brilliant Star that is there still. Gleaming in the darkness, never
—never---overcome. It has never stopped shining, ever since that cold night when the heavens
themselves were split open and the stuff of heaven entered the everyday world of earth.

But sometimes you just have to look, where God has said “where he wills to be found.” And as
far as I can tell, that place is right here in our midst... overhead in the sky where we live. Do you see it?
Come and see!




Readings for Personal Study and Devotion

Week of 1 Epiphany (Starts Sunday January 8)

Sunday Ps146, 147 Gen. 1:1--2:3 Eph. 1:3-14 John 1:29-34
Monday Psi, 2, 3 Gen. 2:4-9-25 Heb. 1:1-14 John 1:1-18
Tuesday Ps5, 6 Gen. 3:1-24 Heb. 2:1-10 John 1:19-28
Wednesday Ps119:1-24 Gen. 4:1-16 Heb. 2:11-18 John 1:29-42
Thursday Ps18:1-20 Gen. 4:17-26 Heb. 3:1-11 John 1:43-51
Friday Ps16, 17 Gen. 6:1-8 Heb. 3:12-19 John 2:1-12
Saturday Ps20, 21:1-13 Gen. 6:9-22 Heb. 4:1-13 John 2:13-22
Week of 2 Epiphany (Starts Sunday January 15)

Sunday Ps148,149,150 Gen. 7:1-10,17-23 Eph. 4:1-16 Mark 3:7-19
Monday Ps25 Gen. 8:6-22 Heb. 4:14-5:6 John 2:23--3:15
Tuesday Ps26, 28 Gen. 9:1-17 Heb. 5:7-14 John 3:16-21
Wednesday Ps38 Gen. 9:18-29 Heb. 6:1-12 John 3:22-36
Thursday Ps37:1-18 Gen. 11:1-9 Heb. 6:13-20 John 4:1-15
Friday Ps31 Gen. 11:27-12:8 Heb. 7:1-17 John 4:16-26
Saturday Ps30, 32 Gen. 12:9-13:1 Heb. 7:18-28 John 4:27-42
Week of 3 Epiphany Starts Sunday January 22)

Sunday Ps63:1-11, 98 Gen. 13:2-18 Gal. 2:1-10 Mark 7:31-37
Monday Ps41, 52 Gen. 14:1-24 Heb.8:1-13 John 4:43-54
Tuesday Ps45 Gen. 15:1-21 Heb. 9:1-14 John 5:1-18
Wednesday Ps119:49-72 Gen. 16:1-14 Heb. 9:15-28 John 5:19-29
Thursday Ps50 Gen. 16:15-17:14 Heb. 10:1-10 John 5:30-47
Friday Ps40, 54 Gen. 17:15-27 Heb. 10:11-25 John 6:1-15
Saturday Ps55 Gen. 18:1-16 Heb. 10:26-39 John 6:16-27
Week of 4 Epiphany (Starts Sunday January 29)

Sunday Ps24, 29 Gen. 18:16-33 Gal. 5:13-25 Mark 8:22-30
Monday Ps56,57, 58 Gen. 19:1-29 Heb. 11:1-12 John 6:27-40
Tuesday Ps61, 62 Gen. 21:1-21 Heb. 11:13-22 John 6:41-51
Wednesday Ps72 Gen. 22:1-18 Heb. 11:23-31 John 6:52-59
Thursday Ps70, 71 Gen. 23:1-20 Heb. 11:32-12:2 John 6:60-71
Friday Ps69:1-38 Gen. 24:1-27 Heb. 12:3-11 John 7:1-13
Saturday Ps75, 76 Gen. 24:28-5I Heb. 12:12-29 John 7:14-36
Week of 5 Epiphany (Starts Sunday February 1)

Sunday Ps93, 96 Gen. 24:50-67 2 Tim. 2:14-21 Mark 10:13-22
Monday Ps80 Gen. 25:19-34 Heb. 13:1-16 John 7:37-52
Tuesday Ps78:1-39 Gen. 26:1-6,12-33 Heb.13:17-25 John 7:53-8:11
Wednesday Ps119:97-120 Gen. 27:1-29 Rom. 12:1-8 John 8:12-20
Thursday Ps83,146,147 Gen. 27:30-45 Rom. 12:9-21 John 8:21-32
Friday Ps88 Gen. 27:46-28:22 Rom. 13:1-14 John 8:33-47

Saturday Ps87, 90 Gen. 29:1-20 Rom. 14:1-23 John 8:47-59



JANUARY 2012

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
1 New Year's Day 2 3 4 5 6 7
Church @ 8 & 10am Resource Ctr 9-11am DOK Meeting 10:30am Resource Ctr 9-11am Men's Fellowship 9am
Noon Healing Service 12th Night Party/Potluck
@ 6pm
Roberta Bertero Bday
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Church @ 8 & 10am Resource Ctr 9-11am Bible Study 10:30am Resource Ctr 9-11am Diocesan Conference
Noon Healing Service St. Pauls, Salinas
15 16 MLKing Day 17 18 19 20 21
Church @ 8 & 10am Resource Ctr 9-11am Bible Study 10:30am Resource Ctr 9-11am Men's Fellowship 9am
Noon Healing Service Richard Armenta Bday
Virginia Gomer Bday
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Church @ 8 & 10am Resource Ctr 9-11am Bible Study 10:30am Resource Ctr 9-11am Rummage Sale
Lillian Pine Bday Noon Healing Service
Annual Meeting @ 11am
29 30 31
Church @ 8 & 10am Resource Ctr 9-11am
Allan Feliciano Bday
Richard/Barbara Anniversary
December 2011 February 2012 Notes:
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FEBRUARY 2012

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 Groundhog Day 3 4
DOK Meeting 10:30am Resource Ctr 9-11am
Noon Healing Service
Allan/Holly Anniversary
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Church @ 8 & 10am Resource Ctr 9-11am Bible Study 10:30am Resource Ctr 9-11am Dee Hickman Bday
Jackie Frey Bday Noon Healing Service Stephen/Heather Anniversary
12 Lincoln's B-Day 13 14 Valentines Day 15 16 17 18
Church @ 8 & 10am Resource Ctr 9-11am Bible Study 10:30am Resource Ctr 9-11am Pia Berryman Bday
Noon Healing Service Ralph Cristofaro Bday
19 20 President's Day 21 22 AshWednesday |23 24 25
Church @ 8 & 10am Resource Ctr 9-11am Bible Study 10:30am Resource Ctr 9-11am
Shrove - Mardi Gras Noon Healing Service
@6PM
26 27 28 29
Church @ 8 & 10am Resource Ctr 9-11am Bible Study 10:30am
Doug Franklin Bday Noon Healing Service
Mary Ludwick Bday
January 2012 March 2012 Notes:
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January Birthdays

7 Roberta Bertero

21 Richard Armenta
Virginia Gomer

22 Lillian Pine

29 Allan Feliciano

January Anniversaries
29 Richard & Barbara Armenta

Praise Reports

Many thanks to Dick Gomer and his “crew”
having  successfully removed the large
Eucalyptus tree from the west side of the
church. The tree was in danger of falling or
losing more large branches onto Wayland Ave.

v b

Margaret Markham has successfully completed
the long series of medical treatments on both her
eyes. Now she can read, sew and generally see

fully again.
ol ol 3

February Birthdays

7 Jackie Frey

11 Dee Hickman

16 Ralph Cristofaro

17 Pia Berryman

28 Doug Franklin
Mary Ludwick

February Anniversaries
1 Allan & Holly Feliciano
1 Stephen & Heather Ambler




RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Persimmon Orange Bar

1 cup Thick persimmon pulp (about 2 persimmons)
1tsp Soda

1 cup Brown sugar

Y cup Margarine

lea Egg, beaten

2 cups Flour

2 thsp Orange juice

2tsp Grated orange rind
1tsp Cinnamon

Y tsp each Cloves, nutmeg, salt
1 cup Shopped nuts

1 cup Raisins

Sprinkle soda over persimmon pulp in bowl and blend. Add sugar and margarine. Blend until creamy.
Add egg. Blend well. Add orange juice and orange rind. Sift flour with spices and salt. Add and blend
until smooth. Fold in nuts and raisins. Pour into greased 8” or 9” square pan. Bake at 350° 20 to 25
minutes or until tests done. Cut in bars while warm. Cool in pan. Improves with age.

Note: You can substitute ¥ cup of orange or lemon marmalade.
This recipe is from the kitchen of my mother, Edith Andrae.

Loren Cantrell

LENTEN STUDY

For this years’ Lenten study we will be using another of John Ortberg’s books entitled If You Want to
Walk on Water, You Have to Get Out of the Boat. In this series John Ortberg will teach us the skills
essential to “water walking” in faith with God. In this six week session we will be discerning God’s call,
transcending fear, risking faith, managing failure and trusting God.

John Ortberg is the pastor of the Menlo Park Presbyterian church and is the author of many best-selling
books.

We will be using the same format as our previous small group discussions. We will start with a simple
meal at 6:00 PM and then watch the video at 7:00 pm and then adjourn to small groups to discuss what
we have seen and learned.

I will have a signup sheet in the narthex, so please sign up and indicate what nights are best for you. If
you want me to order the book for you please indicate that on the signup sheet. | will order the books
early enough so that you will have plenty of time to read it before the series begins. If you wish to
purchase the book in advance it is available from Christian Book Distributors (CBD) for $9.99 plus
shipping. It can be ordered on line at Christianbook.com or by calling 1- 800-247-4784 The CBD stock
No. is WW28638. | am sure that the book is also available at Amazon.

Tom Olcott

Editor’s Note: Dates for the study series to be announced in the next Stones. Most likely we’ll start
Monday February 27"



HOLY HUMOUR

I thank that I shall never see

A church that’s all it ought to be.

A church whose members never stray
Beyond the straight and narrow way.
A church that has no empty pews,
Whose people all pay their dues.

A church whose members always sing,
And flock to church when church bells ring.
Such perfect churches there may be,
But none of them are known to me.
But still we’ll work and pray and plan
To make our own the best we can.

and

When you get to your wit’s end, you will find that God lives there.

DIOCESAN NEWS

Dear Friends in the Monterey Deanery (and beyond!),

Last year, at the invitation of Bishop Richard Garcia of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Monterey, |
preached at The Prayer Service for Christian Unity at San Carlos Cathedral. Additionally, | was inspired
last year, attending the San Luis Obispo County churches faithful celebrations, which are held each
night of this annual week-long event. As far as | know there has not been a strong tradition in the
Monterey area of the celebration of the Week of Christian Unity, which falls between January 18" and
25" each year. So, enjoying in the spirit of the week and in the good collegial relationship I share with
Bishop Rich, I have invited him to preach at a The Prayer Service for Christian Unity, to be held at
All Saints, Carmel, January 25™ at 7:00 p.m.. Please save this date and encourage all members of
your congregation to attend. This is a wonderful opportunity for Christians of all denominations to
gather, fellowship and pray, enjoy the fine Evensong tradition of All Saints, listen to the preaching of
another bishop, and perhaps make important connections for social justice or other collaborative
outreach ministries.

An official flyer will be coming soon, but | wanted to invite you now to set aside the date for this
wonderful opportunity. Thanks to James Booth and the staff at All Saints Carmel for their hospitality
and careful work in putting together this event!

With Blessings and gratitude for our common ministry,

+Mary

Directory Update:
Change of address:

Pia Berryman

108 E. Park St.

#225

Hollister, CA 95023



Sunday Servers Schedule for 2012

LEM/LEV
8:00 Loren Tom Paul Richard Mary Kathleen Gregg
10:00 AM | Loren Tom Paul Richard Ed Michael Gregg
Prayer Tom Ed Gabe Paul Gabe Ed Tom
Team Jane Margaret | Gail Pat Galil Margaret Jane
10:00 AM
Acolytes
10:00AM
Lectors Michael Al Paul Virginia | Jesse Kathleen Walt
8:00 AM

Stan Paul S. Loren Gabe Frances | Ed Brad
10:00 AM | Marjorie | Richard | Anne Gail Debra Margaret Geralyn
Ushers Richard Loren Tom Melissa | Paul Gregg Ed
10:00 AM
Oblation Stan Manel Bobbie Gail Tom Bobbie Brad
Bearers Marjorie | Jane Melissa Gabe Jane Francine Geralyn
10:00 AM
Date 1/1 1/8 1/15 1/22 1/29
Date 2/5 2/12 2/19 2/26 3/4 3/11 3/18
Date 3/25 4/1 4/8 4/15 4/22 4/29 5/6
Date 5/13 5/20 5/27 6/3 6/10 6/17 6/24
Date 7/1 7/8 7/15 7122 7129 8/5 8/12
Date 8/19 8/26 9/2 9/9 9/16 9/23 9/30
Date 10/7 10/14 10/21 10/28 11/4 11/11 11/18
Date 11/25 12/2 12/9 12/16 12/23 12/30
Altar Guild | Manel Jeannette | Debra Manel Jeannette | Debra

Pat Francine | Jane Pat Francine | Jane
Date 1/1 1/8 1/15
Date 1/22 1/29 2/5 2/12 2/19 2/ 26
Date 3/4 3/11 3/18 3/25 4/1 4/8
Date 4/15 4/22 4/29 5/6 5/13 5/20
Date 5/27 6/3 6/10 6/17 6/24 71
Date 7/8 7/15 7122 7/29 8/5 8/12
Date 8/19 8/26 9/2 9/9 9/16 9/23
Date 9/30 10/7 10/14 10/21 10/28 11/4
Date 11/11 11/18 11/25 12/2 12/9 12/16
Date 12/23 12/30




St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
651 Broadway
Gilroy, CA 95020

408-842-4415 (office) 408-842-1401 (resource center)
Website: www.ststephensqilroy.org/ Email: ststgilroy@ststephensgilroy.net

Office Hours: Mon-Wed-Fri 9am to Noon
Resource Center Hours: Tues & Thurs 9am to 11am

Pastor — Rev. Terry Burley
Vestry — Paul Savage (Senior Warden); Gregg Hall (Junior Warden); Gale Paul;
Chris Hall; Tom Olcott; Kathleen Bagby; Richard Wallstrom; Loren Cantrell

Jane Olcott — Clerk; Loren Cantrell — Sexton; Virginia Gomer — Secretary;
Ed Markham — Treasurer

Send comments/corrections to:
stoneseditor@yahoo.com




