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OR&ewed Loved Edition January/February 2010
oln the beginning, GODéd6 (Genesis 1:1)

oln the beginning, was t hewfNd&dGodlandthedMbrdt was Wor d was
Godéln Him was Life, and the Life was the Light of
darknesséé (John 1:1, 4, 5)

| We have the beginning of a bright SHINY NEW YEAR to
enjoy, with new Hopes, new Opportunities, & new Goals!
Many of us at St Stephens arehappy to embrace a new year
because the past one brought paitfi physical challengesand
financial & personal losses.

OBut thanks be to God, who  always leads us in
triumphal procession in Christ -- and through us
spreads everywhere the fragrance  of the
knowledge of H im!..for we are to God, the

aroma_of Christ among those who are being

saved--and those who are peri
(2 Corinthians 2:14, 15)

wow! ! In other words, we ma
bucketofcaac aa, but \gapsmalingdikem Rase!!

So we can oOcast al l our anxi
f or (LPeter 5:7)f and we will make the most of our SHINY

NEW YEARI

oFor | know t he yqul deciases the LDRDy ‘plang fo prosper you, and not
to harm you, plans o gi (eremabB9:1h)ope and a fFfu

Love is MY "When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You know that your
name is safe in their mouth." (Billy, age 4)

"Love is what makes you smile when you're tired." (Terri, age 4)

"If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who yo u hate." (Nikka, age 6)

"There are two kinds of love: Our love and God's love. But God makesboth kinds of them." (Jenny, age 8

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY



HAPPY NEW YEAR !!

Dai ly Readings for Individual Study & Devotion
January 2010

Epiphany (Begins onSunday January 3 )

Sunday P46, 97 Isaiah 52:7-10 Rev. 21:22-27 Matt.12:14-21
Monday Ps103 Isaiah 52:3-6 Rev. 2:1-7 John 2:1-11
Tuesday Ps17, 118 Isaiah 59:1521 Rev. 2:8-17 John4:46-54
Wednesday Ps12-123 Isaiah 63:15 Rev. 2:1829 John 5:1-15
Thursday PsB8, 139:123 Isaiah 65:19 Rev. 3:1-6 John 6:1-14
Friday P<48, 150 Isaiah65:13-16 Rev. 3:7-13 John 6:15-27
Saturday Ps98, 99 Isaiah66:1-23 Rev. 3:14-22 John 9:1-38
Week of 1 Epiphany (Begins onSunday January 10)

Sunday Ps146 147 Isa. 40:111 Heb. 1:312 John 1:134
Monday Psi, 2, 3; Isa. 40:1223 Eph. 1:114 Mark 1:1-13
Tuesday Ps5, 6 Isa. 40:25-31 Eph. 1:1523 Mark 1:14-28
Wednesday Ps119:24 Isa. 41:116 Eph. 2:2:10 Mark 1:29-45
Thursday Ps18:120 Isa. 41:1729 Eph. 2:1122 Mark 2:1-12
Friday Ps16, 17 Isa. 42:217 Eph. 3:2:13 Mark 2:13-22
Saturday Ps2Q 21:313 Isa. 43:213 Eph. 3:1421 Mark 2:23-3:6
Week of 2 Epiphany (Beginson Sunday January 17 )

Sunday Ps148, 149, 150 Isa. 43:1444:5 Heb. 6:17-7:10 John 4:27-42
Monday Ps25 Isa. 44:6-8, 21-23 Eph. 4:1:16 Mark 3:7-19
Tuesday Ps26, 28 Isa. 44:9-20 Eph. 4:1732 Mark 3:19-35
Wednesday Ps38 Isa. 44:24-45:7 Eph. 5:1:14 Mark 4:1-20
Thursday Ps37:118 Isa. 45:5-17 Eph. 5:1533 Mark 4:21-34
Friday Ps31 Isa. 45:1825 Eph. 6:1:9 Mark 4:35-41
Saturday Ps30, 32 Isa. 46::13 Eph. 6:1024 Mark 5:1-20
Week of 3 Epiphany (Beginson Sunday January 24 )

Sunday Ps63:111, 98 Isa. 47:315 Heb. 10:1931 John 5:2-18
Monday Ps41, 52 Isa. 48:111 Gal. 1:117 Mark 5:21-43
Tuesday Ps45 Isa. 48:1221 Gal. 1:18-2:10 Mark 6:1-13
Wednesday Ps119:4972 Isa. 49:212 Gal. 2:1121 Mark 6:13-29
Thursday Ps50 Isa. 49:1323 Gal. 3:1-14 Mark 6:30 -46
Friday Ps40, 54 Isa.50:1-11 Gal. 3:1522 Mark 6:47 -56
Saturday Ps55 Isa. 51:18 Gal. 3:23-29 Mark 7:1-23
Week of 4 Epiphany (BeginsSunday January 31 )

Sunday Ps 24, 29 Isa. 51:916 Heb. 11:816 John 7:14-31
February 2009

Monday Ps56,57 Isa. 51:1723 Gal. 4:1-11 Mark 7:24 -37
Tuesday Ps61, 62 Isa. 52:112 Gal. 4:12-20 Mark 8:1-10
Wednesday Ps72 Isa. 54:217 Gal. 4:21-31 Mark 8:11-26
Thursday Ps71 Isa. 55:313 Gal. 5:1-15 Mark 8:27-9:1
Friday Ps69:138 Isa. 56:18 Gal. 5:1624 Mark 9:2-13

Saturday Ps75, 76 Isa. 57:3-13 Gal. 5:25--6:10 Mark 9:14-29



Daily Readings for Individual Study
February 2010 Y

Week of 5 Epiphany (BeginsSunday February 7 )

& Devotions

Sunday Ps93, 96 Isa. 57:1421 Heb. 12:16 John 7:37-46
Monday Ps80 Isa. 58:112 Gal. 6:1118 Mark 9:30 -41
Tuesday Ps78:139 Isa. 59:115 2Tim. 1:1:-14 Mark 9:42 -50
Wednesday Ps119:97120 Isa. 59:1521 2Tim. 1:152:13 Mark 10:1-16
Thursday Ps146, 147 Isa. 60::17 2 Tim. 2:14-26 Mark 10:1731
Friday Ps88 Isa. 61:19 2Tim.3:1-17 Mark 10:32-45
Saturday Ps 87, 90 Isa. 61:1062:5 2 Tim. 4:1-8 Mark 10:46-52
Week of 6 Epiphany (BeginsSunday February 14 )

Sunday Ps66, 67 Isa. 62:6-12 1 John 2:311 John 8:12-19
Monday PS89:118 Isa. 63:16 1Tim. 1:217 Mark 111-11
Tuesday Ps97, 99 Isa. 63:7-14 1Tim. 1:182:8 Mark 11:1226
Wednesday Ps101, 109:80 Isa. 63:1564:9 1 Tim. 3:1:16 Mark 11:27--12:12
Thursday Ps105:122 Isa. 65:312 1 Tim. 4:1-16 Mark 12:13-27
Friday Ps102 Isa. 65:1725 1 Tim 5:17-25 Mark 12:28-34
Saturday Ps107:3343, 108:1-13 Isa. 66:16 1 Tim. 6:6-21 Mark 12:35-44
Week of 7 Epiphany (BeginsSunday February 21 )

Sunday Ps118 Isa. 66:7-14 1John 3:4-10 John 10:7-16
Monday Ps106:118 Ruth 1:114 2 Cor. 1:1:11 Matt. 5:1-12
Tuesday Ps121122,123 Ruth 1:1522 2 Cor. 1:1222 Matt. 5:13-20
Wednesday Ps119:14876 Ruth 2:1-13 2 Cor. 1:23-2:17 Matt. 5:21-26
Thursday Ps131132 Ruth 2:14-23 2 Cor. 3:1-18 Matt. 5:27 -37
Friday Ps14Q 142 Ruth 3:1-18 2 Cor. 4:1-12 Matt. 5:38 -48
Saturday Ps137:19, 144 Ruth 4:1-17 2 Cor. 4:13-5:10 Matt. 6:1-6
Week of 8 Epiphany (BeginsSunday February 28 )

Sunday Ps146, 147 Deut. 4:1-9 2 Tim. 4:1-8 John 12:18
March 2009

Monday Ps1, 2,3 Deut. 4:9-14 2 Cor. 10:1-18 Matt.6:7 -15
Tuesday Ps5, 6 Deut. 4:15-24 2 Cor. 11:121 Matt. 6:16-23
Wednesday Ps119:P4 Deut. 4:25-31 2 Cor. 11:2133 Matt. 6:24 -34
Thursday Ps18:120 Deut. 4:32-40 2 Cor. 12:110 Matt. 7:1-12
Friday Ps1617 Deut. 5:1-22 2 Cor.12:1121 Matt. 7:13-21
Saturday Ps2Q 21:313 Deut. 5:22-33 2Cor. 13:1:14 Matt. 7:22 -29

| KNOW YOU ARE ALWAYS WITH ME!

72 ToodeSx

www.emdoodle.com
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From the Rector%%s heartyp

\L From Johrl , Thelight shines in the darkness, and the darkness hasaarcome 1.»

r

It might seem somewhat odd, and probably should, that those who noticed sEtat His birth were
people completely outside the cycle of every day Jewish life at the time. First there were the sheptwevasom
God Himself saw fit to announce the event through angels. Selyprilere were the secalled Magi, the "wise
men from theEast", pagan seers and astrologers, who saw a portent in the sky and immediately identified it with
the birth of a Jewish king. Theseene the only ones mentioned inc8pture as having found it appropriate and
compelling enough to go to the Manger to eeand worship Him. They seemed to know right where to go and
wasted no time getting there.

But, whyonly these? Why weren't they joined, at least, by some faithful Pharisees, or at least some good
Messianic Jews, who were also waiting for Him and who ,atsov the Light and ran to His side? Why were
shepherds and pagans the only ones we hear of? | can understand pagans or those consumed with thé secular

the world of the flesh not seeingHmMm.They wer en%%t | oaqking for Him anyway

But | wonder why it is thathose whose very faith was filled with the expectation of the glory of God,
and who expected the imminent coming of thdessiahapparently didn't see that anything particularly significant
had even happened. Could it be that they were all looking so hiat they were actually blinded by their own
expectations?

Had they possibly spent so much time draing of the coming of the Great King that they could forget
that even kings need to be born? Had they become so selective in their scriptural readingthbat had
overlooked the numerous passages that would have guided them to His side? Had they unconsciously so formed
their expectations of God that even He could not fit into their religion?

Yet, were thesenot the faithful, the churchgoers, of their day¥es, hese were the ones who knew, by
heart, all the scripture concerning the ChrisThese were the ones who yearned for His coming. Nevertheless, it
was these who failed to see Him, even when He stood in their midst.

Today, WE are the churchgoers anttetBible studiersWe are the ones who seek His Seconohhg.
And it is we who have all the gifts at our command to see Him in the world He has madeydhlel He has
redeemed, and the world He has chosen to waW/E,who bear His mark on our souheed to remember that
the truth of Christ's Incarnation is that Gd&with us. The best place to seek Him is right here, and right now. A
brighter tomorrow is indeed promised, but a brighter today is a part of that promise.

| pray we will remember, thiain calling out to Him, we must-even more- stop to listen, for even now
He speaks.We need to remember, in our awaiting His coming in Glory, that Heds here in our midst. Even as
we await His comfort, we are called to receive iEven as we longp see Him face to face, we are called to seek
Him out in the presence of our neighbor, and even our enemy.

Even in ourdark world His ight still shines. Indeed, unless we dare to seek Him where He wills to be
found, we too may find that He is found lgthers, seen and experienced by others, while we are still waiting for
Him to come.

| pray that we will all search our hearts and our faith to find and make roomtfier Lord who wills to be
found-- but on Hs terms and through His mereynot our own. Helives in us, even as we continue to deklim.
Praise our God, Emmanu@odWith Us-in all things, in all places. There i® darknesghat can overcome Him,
or His love for us.He is the Light that shines in darknggtie One that darkness cannot overme!! amen!



Junior Warden; Francine Head; Marjorie Moniz; Tom Olcott; Steplarbler, Treasurer; and Anne
Cantrell, Clerk. Pat & Bob Wadlis attended as guests.

The minutes from November 22, 2009 were presented and approv&tephenAmbler, Treasurer,
presented the Treasurer¥¥%»s Reports for November
accepted& filed. Stephen announced that he has arranged for auditors to audit our 2008/2009 reports
on January 10, 2010costfree.

Stephen then presented the budget for 2010. The Vestry will meet January 3 to discuss & approve the

2 (

proposed 2010 budget, beforeth par i sh%¥%s Annual Blisiness Meeting,

The Vestry proposed severahmes to replace the ougoing Vestry members, who have completed
their terms. Also needed are 3 delegates to the diocesan conventions. Fr Terry will contact the
nominees.

Tom Olcott reports that the Faith Alive Weekenglanningis going well, & we areon target for the
weekend of May 223, 2010. Our Weekend coordinator, Mr. Hap Maguire & his wiidywill be with
us on January 24

Paul brought up the issue of lack of propéghting in our parking lot. With the seasonally shorter
days, the parking lot is darkened when most evening events occur, including when parents are picking
up their children from the AfteiSchool progamd ai | vy . Li sa Dowd%s <car
Christmas, making this the second time that personal property was taken from a car in our parking lot
this year. Loren is making plans to update the lighting & brighten the area.

Donations of shingles & posts & rails for picket fencing have been offesedhat the lychgate & the
surrounding fence to enclose the churghoper can be completed. However, a rupture in the
underground piping, that affected both the lawn sprinkler system& also electricity to the main
Sanctuary has taken priority for repais. Financial donations toward these projects can be noted in
your offerings.

The Vestry approved a tithing of 10% of monies received in fundraising events to go to our Resource
Center. All funds raised go to the general fund & are not restricted funds.

Our special guests from the Diocese, Pat & Bob Wilti, gave a presentation to the Vestry concerning
how other Episcopal Churches have shared their ideas & implemented changes for growth in their
congregations. Pat is the chairperson for the VitalitydaBrowth Committee Pat shared the vision of

wa S

° Resources & Best Practices» that wil.l hopefully

ideas to stimulate physical & spiritual growth in  our churches. Check out:
vitalityandgrowth.wordpress.confor more information.

(Coming events are on a separate sheet)

Paul Cox closed the meeting with prayer @ 1:33.pm

Submitted by Ann Cantrell, Clerk



~ e
o I Hot off the press:  ~
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Fr. Terry received anmail from Faith Alive with the falving updates. Our
weekend coordinator will be Hap Maguire. He has led several of these weekends. He lives in
Colorado with his wife Judy. They will both be attending. Hap is a retired United Airlines pilot
and is also a USAF reserve officer.

Of the dates that we suggested Faith Alive has chosen the weekend of 21 May through 23 May
F2NICFEAGK ' fABS G {dd {GSLIKSyQa DAfNRBEd tf Sl
not slip away.

Faith Alive has already listed our church on théhFalive Internet web site. You can view that
atwww.faithalive.org £t A O] 2y @adO0OKSRdzZ SR 6SS1SyRa¢sz (GKSy
Please know that there are approximately 1@Qfkeople already praying for our Faith Alive
$SS1TSYR G {ldod {(SLKSyQaod

Yours in ChristTom Olcott

(another interesting item from T mu

HOW TO GET UNCLE SAM
TO AUGMENT YOUR CHURCH GIVING

Would you like to have the Government help fund your pledge so that you could give more to
the church? Here is how it work&et us suppose that a while back you bought or earned several
shares of the Widget Companpssume that theost basis of your shares is $20 per shane

let us also assume that your shares of the Widget Company are worth $100 per share today. If
you sold your shares of the Widget Company you would have to pay capital gains tax of 20% to
the Federal Governmeand up to 10% to the State. Therefore you would pay 30% of the $80
per share gain, or $24 per share in taxes, which means that you would only recover $56 of the
$80 dollar profit. But,if you were to give the sharemmdd direc
sell them and pay no taxes and you could write off the full $100 per share value as a charitable
deduction. So in effect you could give the extra $24 to the church without it costing you
anything. Stating it another way, if you sold the stock aagtp/our pledge from the proceeds of

the salethe church would receive $76 per share and you would only get to writd ®fber

share. However if you gave the shares to the church, the church would receive $100 per share
(which is an increase of 31.5%) and you would get to write off $100 per share as a charitable
deduction.

The process is quite simple, just write your broker a letter and ¢hdtmn to transfer blank
number of shares of the Widget Company to St. Stephen's Church. You can contact Brian
Nordwick at the Diocesan Officeand he will send you the specific instructions on how to
accomplish thisHis phone number is (831) 394165. Thank yoy Tom Olcott


http://www.faithalive.org/

ALL THINGS COME OF THEE, O LORD
AND OF THINE OWN HAVE WE GIVEN-THE# onicles 29:14

We wish to thank the following individuals andafmilies who have pledged their support of
GAYSS GFrftSyd IyR (NBI0adzNE (2 {do {GS

Sephen & HeatherAmbler Albert & Betty Gagliardi
Richard & Barbara Armenta Dick & Virginia Gomer
Michael Barnes Gregg Hall & Chris Warner
Kathleen Bagby Francine Head

Fr John Baker Bruce & Susan Howland
Martha Becker Gracia Huter

Hal Bellairs Walt & Polly Manley

Pia Berryman Ed & Margaret Marklam
Roberta Bertero Stan & Marjorie Moniz
Marge Burchell Jason & Paige Moore

Fr Terry Burley Tom & Jane Olcott

Loren & Anne Cantrell Gabe & Gail Paul

Robert& Rene Chappell Lillian Pine

Graciela Cooper Frances &mpson

Paul & Marcy Cox Paul & Pat Savage

Andy & Melissa Cuculich John & Manel Stanley
Michelle Dawal Curtis & Teri Tingley

Jan & Debra DeGroot Richard & Bobbie Wallstrom
Tomé& Kathleen Dettmer Michael Wallstrom

Jeanette Dickens Dana Werner



Z Ourl43d Annual Church Business Measigeld on January

17, introducing the new Vestry members, addressing church business
issues, &eceiving the 2010 Operating Budget. Praise the Lord!! The
meeting was held 0in one accordo,

f not only was |(despite apledighorifaltbedausel g et r
of some members moving), but webaiggefor 2010operations
And as the pledges come in, this year we will be able to make our

"‘ ! Restoration Plan payments, as agreed, with the diocese.

b ﬁw Z Avery big HANK YOU to our Vestry members who

have completed their terms: Graciela Cooper, Michael\Waistrom, &
Cantrell (aka Our Superman Jr Wditdrgdhtributions to our
Parish & to the Vestry are much appreciated!

L4 A

Z Our new Vestry members are Chris Warner, Kathleen Bagby, & Richard Wallstrom (who has ac
the position of Jr Warden). Welco&elbhe

~

| You can still pick up a copy of the meeting & all the 2009 reports, if you missed it, at the church off

The LasBits of Sawdust from the Junior Wardén [ 2 NBy / WGosEDdlt X

The month of December was rather quiet as far as any major projects are concerned.

| did help Tom Olcott and Richard Wallstrom run speaker wires and hang speakers
outside so we can play music outside. The purpose of this music is to create an
atmospherethat reminds our neighbors & passedse (0 KI 0 GKA& A& D2RC
K2 LISTdzZ £ @ RS S NFndyamung iheScRurch prapér By @laying Gregorian chants and

Bach fugues and cantatas.

We are still looking for shingldésr the LychGatand redwood 2x and 4x material for the posts and rails
for the picket fence. Please contact me for details.

| hope that everyone had a joyous Christmas and that you have a prosperous New Year. Thank you, all
of you that contributed money and labor to the vaniotasks that we accomplished in 2009.

9RA(2NDAa Stnext® Yi K SCanitrph? S@gfects of 2009 were: byganization otthree
Boy Scout assisted Church ClaprDays; 2) the construction of, & placement of, thnees crosses at
strategic spots oour @amlLJdza = 3 | @SNBE yAOS yS¢g aAirday RSaraAIylaGa
| I £ f ibstallateo of miniblinds in the three north classrooms; 4)-feigt wrought iron fencing to
secure the classroom area for the School Prgjéjtspearheading &rganizing the fundraising for the
termite goingaway party; § installing his vision of a traditional Episcopal LychGate, with picket fencings
to set our church apart, still in progress oh, so much more, including weekly mowing & grounds
maintenance? @S N& S Sdklyéad F2NS IS OSYy G aT 39 S @ S sBeniice fellbwsps.02 FF S €
Thank you, Loren, for being a Faithful Servant of the Lord!!



Sunday Servers Schedule for 2010

Te am 1 2 3 4 5 6
LEM
8:00 AM & | Loren Tom Paul S. Richard Ed Kathleen
10:00 AM Loren Tom Paul S. Richard Ed Michael W
Acolytes All All All All All All
10:00 AM
Lectors Michael B Al Barbara Virginia Jesse Kathleen
8:00 AM
Stan Paul S. Loren Scott Frances Ed
10:00 AM Marjorie Richard Anne Teri Jane Margaret
Ushers
10:00 AM Richard Stephen Tom Melissa Paul S. Ed
Heather
Oblation
Bearers Stan Manel Bobbie Scott Paul C. Bobbie
10:00 AM Marjorie Jane Melissa Teri Marcy Francine
Altar Guild Manel Barbara Jeannette Manel Barbara Jeannette
Pat Jane Francine Pat Jane Francine
Date 1/3/2010 1/10 1/17 1/24
Date 1/31 2[7 2/14 2/21 2/28 3/7
Date 3/14 3/21 3/28 4/4 4/11 4/18
Date 4/25 5/2 5/9 5/16 5/23 5/30
Date 6/6 6/13 6/20 6/27 714 7/11
Date 7/18 7/25 8/1 8/8 8/15 8/22
Date 8/29 9/5 9/12 9/19 9/26 10/3
Date 10/10 10/17 10/24 10/31 11/7 11/14
Date 11/21 11/28 12/5 12/12 12/19 12/26

(If you are not able to carry out your assigned duties, it is your responsibilityo fill your

place)

Psalm 84:10i4 o é |

woul d

rat her

of my God, than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.

be
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Praise God from whom all bless - ings flovﬂ

: We are blessed!

On December 12 we were very privileged to host a
standingroom-only performance of the Gavilan College Choir
at St Stephenk Their Holiday concert, with the Santa Ana Wind
Ensemble was a first classshowcase of the many talented

musicians in the Gilroy area.

The following Saturday, December 19 at 9:00 am, a jubilant
crew of 0St Sarmed avith sglovekedl spippers & wire &
string & wire-cutters-& lots of creativity & exuberance, shapedll sorts

—

of greenery & berries
into Christmaswreaths & swags& sprays. Their efforts resulted ina beautifully decorated St
' = StephensSanctuary for the Christmas Services. Thank yetio one & all!!

Then from 2:pm to 4:pm , on December 19 , the Ladies of St
Stephens gathered @ the home of Patricia Savage , that was
ed décor, for a Christmas Tea. We shared a mimosa punch as

the | adies arrived, and then, after choosing a

beautiful collection, the ladies were led to another room where tea dainties of all
sorts were served on silver trays & Holiday dishes. The food was declared
Oscrumpt i ous o6-drawihgh &n gfi and the fellowship was priceless I The
ladies brought (gifts, too fi for the Resource Center.

A comment from Bobbie Wallstrom:

FROM THE RESOURCE CENTER
A BIG THANK YOU to all the ladies Wwo brought personal items for the Resource Ceate
the Ladies Christmas Te@le had items from simpoo to men'soriefs and rain ponchggo
checks!

The generosity of the St Stephens Family -- as partner ed with the
Salvation Army -- was able to provide 48 children, whose °Angel s»
the Angel Tree inthe narthex , wi t h their favorite Chri

Ou for of such is the kingdom of heaven .0 ( Matthew 19: 14)
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The 12" Night Dinner was a

wonderful way to end the

Christmas Seasoné

On the eveninglahuary"®010, we gathered

for a grand phitck dinner that included a
traditionalsinghgafghés Cake ¢
Twelve Days of Christhast O Feast of
Epi phany6é was a gift of f

On January 10", our Blue Grass on the
Green jam sessiorwas held in the
Fellowship Hall (due to the

weat her ) éBut whoatt
of musicians!

There was good food left from the 12t Night Dinner, to share with our
guests. We missed you! Our next session of Bluegrasan-time is on Sunday,
February 141 2:00-4:00 pm. You are always welcome to join in, with your
voice or your instrument, or just relax & enjoy, & have a snacké

January 23:

Two photos of parking lot sale.

Total sale amount: $421

Save up your goodies -&
your $$$ -for the next sale -&
Praise the Lord for his b lessing on a rainy

weekend saleU




